
YEAR

8

7
YEAR

Baseline Assessment:
drawing still life setup 
and creative thinking

Cartoon 
music

Dance Macabre 
and instruments of 

the orchestra

The 
elements of 

music

African 
drumming and 

the Blues

Film music

YEAR

9

YEAR

10

YEAR

11

.

AOS 1
Basic 

theory

AOS 3 AOS 2

Coursework
completion

April - FINAL
GCSE
EXAM

To choose
Music as a

GCSE option
you must show
an interest and

keenest to
undertake the
subject, this
needs to be

show in and out
of class in Yr8 .
It is a subject

that needs hard
work and

thinking . You
will be

expected to
keep up to date
with your work

and take
opportunities

to expand your
studies further

after school.

WELCOME
To the Music
Department

Space 
Rondo

Composition and 
performance

Music

Being Creative
what does it
mean ?

Being creative
means solving a
problem in a new
way. Being
creative means
taking risks and
ignoring doubt
and facing fears.
It means
challenging
yourself every
day. Being
creative means
searching for
inspiration in
even the most
mundane places.
Being creative
means you’re 
thinking.

London 
Trip

Assessment criteria
for G.C.S.E

AOS 1

Musical forms and 
devices

AOS 2
Music for 
ensemble

AOS 3
Film music

AOS 4
Popular music

Music is life itself – Louis Armstrong

Understanding notation, keyboard 
study, musical terminology. 

Emotion 
in music, 

using 
music to 

describe a 
scene.

Understanding structure in music, 
descriptive music, study of the 
orchestra, playing techniques. 

End of 
year test

KS3 Orchestra trip
Origins of Blues music, Development of popular music, genres of music. 

Folk music – Understanding the Blues is fo lk mus ic and looking at all types of 
folk music and the instruments  that are associated to that style. Fusion 

music is also a feature of this topic.
My artist – Students own choice study of an artist they admire. 

Descript ive music, Manipulating instruments to 
create a desi red effect, musical analysis, 

composition ski lls, Using different  musical  timbres, 
Rehearsal ski lls, Using musical terminology to 

descr ibe music, Understanding the orchestra / 
Development of the orchestra

Musical structure, development  of 
compositional ideas, melodic 

writing, working with chords and 
harmony.

Baseline 
test

Musical 
clefs

Understanding and developing 
compositional skills . Preparing 

a solo performance piece for 
moderation

Musical time periods, 
key composers, 

structure and texture

Exam
Composition 

and 
performance 

moderation

Post 16 Music trip

Understanding 

the musical 
score

Harmony and 
tonality

Film music

Composition development
Ensemble performance

AOS 4

Understanding different 
types of ensembles

Pop, rock, fusion and 
set study piece

Mock 
exam

Performance 
and 

composition 
moderation

Set brief composit ion

Mock 
examPerformance work submission

Bridging the 
knowledge gaps from 

mock exam

Finding links and revisiting 
previous learning. 

Developing listening skills

Final preparations 
for the listening 

exam
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